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TO OUR READERS. 

Tue Clowns, in the pantomimes, on their 
re-appearance before the audiences every 
year, salute them in a merry key, by saying, 
** Here we are again; How are you? A 
happy new year to you all! Now, we pre- 
fer a bad original to a bad copy—but, as the 
saying only comes once a year, and is so 
appropriate to ourselves, our readers will, 
we hope, bear with us, and allow us to be- 
come the clowns for once in a way, and 
trust they have had a merry Christmas, 
and hope that the present year may prove a 
happy one, Having now served two appren- 
ticeships to the public—for our little work 
has now completed the fourteenth volume— 
not as some works are eked out, with a 
volume every three months, for ours will 
be found to contain fifty-two numbers, one 
for every week throughout the year. The 
time appears short, and we, therefore, con- 
sider it pleasantly spent, although we confess 
we have had much to contend against, for 
we have had no less a number than thirty- 
three opponents during this period, and all 
have ‘vanished into thin air;” and it is 
well-known, both by authors, actors, and 
managers, many of then were frequently 
known to contain articles injurious to all 
parties, and devoid of truth. We trust we 
have steered clear of this, for it would be 
painful to us to know that we had injured 
the reputation of any individual. All men 
must live, and as long as they continue to 
do their best, and act honestly, so long shall 
we be found to render them our feeble sup- 
port. 

To edit a dramatic work for fourteen 
years, no one, we think, will consider an 





idle avocation; the subject is the same 
weekly; and, if we were not great enthu- 
siasts in our admiration of the drama, we do 
not believe we could make our pages at all 
interesting, for it is “fiddling upon the 
same string” year after year, and the dif- 
ficulty is to play such variations as will 
amuse our readers; but, so long as the pub- 
lic will kindly supply us with rosin, so long 
will we endeavour to draw a long bow, and 
try to do our best to play a new air, although 
we are not muchin the habit of giving our- 
selves airs, except when our printer keeps 
the public in anxious expectation for the 
publication of the Theatrical Journal on 
Wednesdays, which we sincerely. regret 
whenever that event happens. 

To our numerous correspondents in town 
and country, we beg to return our sincere 
thanks, and to assure them our columns are 
always open to all parties, without favour- 
iteism to any class. The amateurs we have 
also to thank for the various communlcations 
we have received from them from time to 
time; we trust we have done our duty to 
them in giving them the advice we have 
gained from the experience we have had 
for the last forty years in theatrical matters. 
We feel proud in mentioning the names of 


the following amateurs, having been the 


means of bringing before the public such 
rising talent as G. K. Jickinson, late of 
Sadler’s Wells; F. Robinson, of the Ly- 
ceum; Montgomery, of the Bath Theatre ; 
Miss Maskall, Adelphi; Miss Nash, New- 
castle; Miss P. Horton, Marylebone; Miss 
Grosvenor, and that talented and rising 
actress, Miss Featherstone, of Drury Lane ; 
besides Miss Sedgwick, now performing at 
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the Bath i ae with immense success, | many clever tricks are introduced. After 
and many others whose talent we have fos- | the transformations, the weight of the piece 
tered. This, to us, is a source of great | falls upon Flexmore, as Chun, and it is, 


gratification, and we feel proud in giving 
their names on this occasion, and if it pleases 
providence to give us our health, we shall 
continue to adopt the same course we have 
hitherto pursued, and beg most respect- 
fully to tender our best thanks to the sup- 
seas of the Theatrical Journal. 


~ METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE. 

The manager, Mr. E. T. Smith, is fulfilling 
his promise by bringing out new pieces. 
On Saturday last a new and interesting 
drama was produced and was quite success- 
ful, its title is The Begging Letter. The 
drama, which is in three acts, appears to 
have been taken from some tale or story of 
strong dramatic interest, and affording 
many excellent dramatic situations, of which 
the author has evidently availed himself. 
The scenery is elaborate and very appropri- 
ate. Mr. G. Bennett has a character which 
is well suited to him, which he did ample 
justice to. We wish he would not fall his 
voice so much at the end of the sentences— 
the audience lose the pith of the dialogue. 
Mr. A. Young was highly amusing and was 
much applauded, and Mr. Belton was gen- 
tlemanly and effective. Miss Featherstone 
made a pretty Milliuer, and should have had 
a song by all means. Her acting was capi- 
tal, and she is rising in public favour daily. 
Mrs. Lewis had a up-hill part, which she 
sustained with very great ability. Mrs. 
Vickers played a sort of Meg Merrilies 
character. The principal characters were 
summoned before the curtain at the conclu- 
sion. We would advise the scene of the 
street venders in lucifers to be left out—it is 
t»o much of the Tom and Jerry for Drury 
Lane. The pantomime goes off excellently, 
and ought to be seen by all lovers of fun. 
The house is a bumper nightly. 


STRAND. 
For the first time we have a Pantomime at 
this pretty theatre, the name of which is en- 


titled, King Nutcracker, or the World of Toys. 


A vast number of Children are employed in | strike,” “the English lion, the Gallick 


the various scenes ina most extraordinary 
manner, the scenery is well painted, and 








therefore, almost unnecessary to add that it 
is well sustained. The fun and frolic is kept 
up with unflagging spirit and energy, and 
the tricks, transformations, and changes are 
so numerous as to defy description or reck- 
ning. Many of them are capital hits at 
passingevents. Mr. Blanchard’s ‘ Chapter 
on Clowns,” gives Flexmore an opportunity 
of contrasting the Clowns of the old school 
with those of the modern, which he does 
with great humonr and effect. His Pas de 
Fiddle-de-de, and imitation on the penny 
ophecleide, were also very “successful. He 
was well supported throughout by Miss Go- 
ward as Columbine, Mr. Bologna as Harle- 
quin, and Mr. Griffith as Pantaloon. 


GRECIAN SALOON, 
THE amusements here have been of a cha- 
racter to draw full houses nightly; the 
pantomime in particular, which is a very 
good one—full of tricks and abounding with 
brilliant scenery. Its name is Charity 
Brat ; or, The Magic Christmas Piece; we 
shall merely allude to some of the leading 
features, and—p/ace aux dames—first of all 
we must remark that Columbine and Har- 
lequina had two pretty, agile, and graceful 
representatives in the persons of Madlle. 
Julie and Miss Simmonés. Mr. Edwin 
Blanchard, as Clown, kept the risible mus- 
cles of his audience in perpetual motion. 
There are two Harlequins, Messrs. H. 
Power and Richarde, both splendid dancers. 
In the opening, the part of the Giant 
Scrunchbones, was well sustained by Mr. 
Hamilton ; indeed, how he managed to 
keep his enormous head on his shoulders 
was a matter of astonishment. Doctor 
Doolittle (the school-master), a gentleman 
addicted to taking ‘a drain” in the morn~ 
ing, was well dressed and acted by Mr. 
Barton; Miss Chapman, as Goody Blue- 
mantle, and subsequently as a fairy, looked 
particularly interesting. Previous to the 
transformation several pretty dances took 
place by a number of Mrs. Conquest’s 
pupils. The passing events of the day are, 
of course, alluded to—such as “ whopping 
of wives,” ‘‘ new Cab Act,” “effects of a 


cock, and the Russian bear,” &c. There 
was, as a matter of course, the “ everlasting 
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red poker ” esialied the Clown’s eid : 
and the not-to-be-done without quantum of 
policemen and sweeps, umbrellas flying in 
the air and wigs flying after them. One 
old lady took an ‘“‘ aerial trip” of a fearfully 
perilous character; we really trembled for 
her safety. Some of the scenery, painted 
by Mr. Jones and assistants, is very good, 
particularly a ‘“ View of Constantinople,” 
the “ Dublin Exhibition” (with the accom- 
panying music of “ Patrick’s Day”’) and the 
“Lake and Mountains of Fairyland.” The 
whole concluded with an appropriate and 
well-executed grand moving panorama of 
** Her Majesty Reviewing the Fleet at Spit- 
head,” which, with the band playing “ Rule 
Britannia,” was sure to bring down thunders 
of applause. The dresses, especially of the 
fair dancers, were all new, and extremely 
fanciful. On the whole, we may fearlessly 
prognosticate that this pantomime will have 
a long and successful run, 


STANDARD. 


Ar this theatre, we believe, the first morning 
performance of pantomime commenced 
about three years ago, which has since been 
continued. Mr. Douglass is a first-rate 
provider of this amusement, and he has 
completed his task in a surprising manner. 
The pantomime has a_most appropriate | . 
name, Plumb Pudding and Roast Beef. If 
we speak of the@cenery it puzzles us to give 
even a faint idea of it. We pass over neces- 
sarily much that we were gratified with, 
that we may come to ascenic chef d’ ceuvre, 
the “ Golden Valley of Jewelled Palms and 
Fairyland,” which elicited a well-deserved 
plaudite from a highly delighted and fasci- 
nated audience. All that the artist could 
do to feflect the beauty of nature and pre- 
sent a realisation of Sinbad’s Valley of Dia- 
monds was achieved. Mr. Douglass was 
loudly called for, and complied with the 
summons, when he received the warm ap- 
probation of his grateful patrons. We must 
now say a few words respecting the per- 
formance of Miss Julie Lavine and Miss E. 
Terry, the former as the Fairy Hope, and 
the latter as Mrs. Margery Mistletoe. The 
dialogue between these clever performers 
and the singing was much superior to what 
generally forms an element of a Christmas 
pantomime. The well-known duet, ‘‘ Come 
to Fairyland,” by the two artistes already 
mentioned, was rapturously applauded. 





Mr. Buck was a dinie Clown, and Mr. Bird 
a judicious Pantaloon. Madame Leoni, as 
Columbine, and Mrs. ‘Buck, as Harlequina, 
were all that could be desired by the most 
fastidious votaries of Terpsichore. Mr. 
Charles Reeves was a capital Harlequin. 
Messrs. Burdett and Son, as Sprites, added 
very much to the success of the pantomime. 
This is indeed a decided hit this year. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


W. R., Canprrr.—We are much pleased with the informa- 
tion conveyed to us, and will render all the assistance we 
can. 

A FreaqvEnTER or SADLER’s WELLS will see we have 
met his wishes. 


T. M.—In our next. 


Joxrus.—J. P. Harley is the oldest actor on the stage. T. 
P. Cooke is the next. 

IstinGTon1an.—We really cannot find room for so long a 
letter this week, the writer of which appears to be very 
prejudiced in favour of Mr. Phelps, and altogether 
against Mr. Smith, of Drury Lane, who has had every 
obstacle to contend against. 
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WEDNESDAY, JAN. 4th, 1853. 


OUR ANNUAL RETROSPECT. 
PART I. 


Tue task of reviewing the year’s doings is 
more pleasurable than usual. We have had 
not only abundant food to comment upon, 
but the quality has been superior, and alto- 
gether the prospect for the future is brighter 
and more en ouraging. The year 1853 
will ever be remembered among theatrical 
annals for its debuts and re-appearances, to 
say nothing of its list of novelties. There 
is scarcely a season on record that has es- 
tablished the fame of two such actors as G, 
V. Brooke and F. Robson, and witnessed 
the debut ofsuch a promising artiste as Miss 
Featherstone, and such powerful talent as 
Mrs. J. W. Wallack. These, so far as 
actors and actresses are coneerned, are the 
great events of the year. 

The position which Gustavus Brooke has 
established, and we have no fear will perma- 
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nently maintain, is so lofty that it ne 
him immeasurably above every actor on the 
boards ; for when we take into consideration 
his attractions we find we are not reviewing 
the doings of an actor of great talent only, 
or of one who is successful in the delineation 
of the histrionic art, on an old approved 
method—a beaten track—or that of a by- 
gone tragedian, We cannot criticise his 
performances by what others have done, for 
we discover no ground of similarity, no trait 
of a foundation to work upon. His readings 
and delineations are essentially his own, 
and at once establish that he is possessed of 
the one requisite, without which no man, 
however great his talent, can become a great 
actor—genius. With an immensity of 
power, a voice deep and sonorous, a concep- 
tion vigorous in the extreme, worked out 
with an elaborateness that might almost be 
termed the elaboration of elaborateness — 
this actor has achieved a triumph that has 
not heen known for years, 

Mr. F. Robsoncame to town at Easter, 
to supply the place vacated by the removal 
of Mr. Compton from the Olympic to the 
Haymarket. We recollected him years ago, 
but we were not prepared to find him a low 
comedian fit to be placed by the side of 
Buckstone or Keeley, an eccentric artiste 
equal to Meadows in his best days, or an 
unequalled delineator of burlesque; but 
each and all of these he has, undoubtedly, 
proved himself to be; and we believe that 
he will, by-and-bye, do even more. 

That portion of the profession of which 
Miss P. Horton has so long took the lead 
has been roused from its ordinary progress 
by the advent of Miss Featherstone. Among 
the minor hands at this line of entertain- 
ment, which, beyond all others requires a 
good voice, a fine figure, a pretty face, a 
spirit and energy that have been character- 
ized by Shakspeare, as, 

‘A smashing and a martial outside, 


“ As many other mannish cowards have, 
“That do outface it w.th their semblances.” 


we have many who possess, more or less, 
one or two of these requirements—Kathleen 
Fitzwilliam for music, Louisa Howard for 
features, Isabel Dickinson for dash and 
bearing, Marshall for comicality, Woolgar 
ior a combination of two or three of these 
requisites, and Miss St. George for a little 
of all, save height, and in nothing above 
common place. Above all these, as a per- 





iailtlaanin of extravaganza, rrr Feather- 
stone has proved herself. The very short 
period she has been before the public, 
coupled with her youth (and to leave her 
personal attractions to speak for themselver), 
justifies us in anticipating a brilliant future. 
Mrs. Lewis should not be forgot—she is an 
actress of great intelligence, and if she were 
placed in a proper position at Drury Lane, 
would be sure to make a great sensation. 

Mrs. J. W. Wallack comes upou us at 
maturity, but brings to us talent more ap- 
proaching Miss Cushman than any actrsss 
we can at present call to mind. The heavy 
walk of the drama, that in which Miss Glyn 
excels, seems to be especially her furte. 
Her successes in these parts, though in an 
out of the way corner of the metropolis, 
have called forth very flattering encomias 
from the daily as well as the leading weekly 
press. Another year will make her more 
generally known, but only, we opine to 
make her more generally admired. 


Among the rising actors of the past year 
must be mentioned Messrs. T. Mead, Basil 
Potter, Charles Pitt, George Honey, and 
Bolton. Mr. Davenport has also made a 
step forward, and may, at the present time, 
be put ona footing with James Anderson, 
one degree below Mr. Phelps, as Shak- 
sperians, though equal to him in comedy 
and drama characters. Samuel Phelps still 
keeps his position as the general exponent of 
the Shaksperian drama, though he, certainly, 
has not added to his reputation by his recent 
laboured attempt at Bottom. Mr. Cres- 
wick is still the star of the South; C. Kean 





shines as brightly in the West. Mr. J. W. 
Wallack strikes away from the Macreadian 
style, and give us a little of all actors—a 
kind of Harlequin pie. 

With such a varied assortment of talents 
as we have to begin the year with, let us 
hope to be able to congratulate all admirers 
of the drama, in twelve months time, upon 
their further developement an: the flourish- 
ing condition of all things theatrical. 


AMATEUR _THEATRICALS. 





WHITTINGTON CLUB. 


On Wednesday last, December 28th, a 
performance took place at the Whittington 
Club, Strand, which, from the difficulty of 

the piece, reflects great credit on the ladies 
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and gentlemen who took part in the pro- 
ceedings, 

The pieces selected were Love's Sacrifice 
and the Scapegoat. The best actors on 
that occasion were Mr. Roberts, as Mathew 
Elmore; Mr. Hamblin, as Paul Lafont; 
and Mr. Hays, as Jean Russe. Mathew 
Elmore’s character was carried out very 
well indeed—likewise Paul Lafont’s; but 
Jean Russe was, decidedly, the best of all. 
The lady who sustained the character of 
Margaret was a very nice actress—likewise 
the lady that played Manou; in fact, Jean 
Russe and Manou formed the principal 
actors of the evening. The gentleman who 
personated the Page might have displayed 
more tact even in that character, though 
the faults, in some manner, rested with those 
who so foolishly kept the table on the stage 
so near the side of the stage that when the 
page entered there being no room for him 
to bow without turning his back to the 
audience: but I would have him practise, 
as he may be a good actor one day, he being 
a good figure for the stage. 

The piece did credit to all that had any- 
thing to do with it. Of tie second piece 
we can say nothing, for we, like most of the 
rest of the company, left at the end of the 
first piece. 


SOHO. 


On Wednesday the players gave their ninth 
performance to a crowded and fashionable 
audience. The entertainments consisted of 
the Village Tale, Charles the Second, and 
A Romance in Real Life, all of which went 
off with unusual eclat. Stephen Lockwood 
was very ably sustained by Mr. B. Palmer. 
Mortlake was played by Mr. Vivian—this 
gentleman is a great favourite with the 
female portion of the audience; the only 
thing against him is his stage walk, which 
is not quite the thing. Mr. Harrison was 
very droll as Bristles ; but by Mr. Filton 
was terribly overdrawn in the second act. 
Charles the Second was, as a whole, very 
well played. Mr. Palmer astonished us as 
Captain Copp—it was really an artistic 
performance, Mr. Vivian shone as the gay 
and lively Rochester. We would remind 
Mr. Raymond that Charles the Second was 
styled the Merry Monarch. Now, we 
thought he appeared anything but merry on 
that occasion, but we suppose he was sub- 
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have forgot to mention. The other parts 
were well done. The last piece, by Messrs. 
Harrison and Felton was funny, but rather 
too highly coloured for 4 Romance of Real 
Life. 


THE HIBERNIA, 
(309, Regent Street, next the Royal Polytechnic), 


Mrs. Gisss, formerly Miss Graddon, of the 
English Opera House, has opened a most 
successful musical and novel entertainment, 
entitled Zhe Emerald Isle, in which she 
introduces several very popular songs, le- 
gends, traditions, anecdotes, &c. The 
lecture is illustrated by C. S. James, in a 
style that does him credit. The hall is 
beautifully decorated with Christmas holly, 
and which adds very much to the picturesque 
appearance of this little fairy scene. Among 
the principal views put before our notice 
are, “ Dublin Bay,” “ Cork River,” “ The 
Rock of Cashel,” ‘‘ The Giant’s Causeway,” 
“The Inn of Glengariff,” ‘ Cromwell's 
Bridge,” “ Lakes of Killarney,” &c, The 
band performed several very appropriate 
pieces. Mrs. Gibbs’s singing was received 
with great approbation and applause. We 
are glad to see the picturesque scenery of 
old Ireland brought forward in such an 
interesting manner as Mrs, Gibbs does. 





To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—I witnessed a very disgusting ex- 
hibition at the Wells the other evening ; the 
Sprite in the pantomime, after some tumb- 
ling with a rope, placed a cord round his, 
head, and imitated strangulation. It is 
this kind of performance that ruins the 
stage, and one which I am glad to see a 
weekly paper loudly condemns. The audi- 
ence hissed at its conclusion. Should you 
notice the Wells, perhaps a hint from you 
would lead Mr. Phelps to alter this. 
H.C. T, 


— 


LITERARY AND DRAMATIC 
SOCIETY. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Dear Sir,—Numerous are the societies 
formed in this country at the present time, 
and innumerable are their objects. In. con- 
sequence of this it appears superfluous to at+ 
tempt the formation of a new society. What 
purpose, can it have to accomplish? A few, 








ject to fits of ennui, which fact historians 


words will suffice to answer this inquiry, 
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If it is possible to form the above society 
let its objects be the strenuous support of 
the English drama, and its vindication 
from the unqualified censure of indiscrimi- 
nating opponents, and another object which 
it has in view, is to endeavour to bring out 
young men ofa literary turn of mind, and 
enable them to try their talents in various 
ways. 

I should not have ventured to have ad- 
dressed you on the above subject, but know- 
ing your great kindness towards undertak- 
ings of this kind I have dared to trouble 
you with the same. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Monte Curisto. 





MR. T. P. COOKE, 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir,—On my way home from business on 
Thursday evening last, seeing an announce- 
ment that a free benefit would take place at 
Sadler’s Wells Theatre, for the widow and 
children of the late Mr. John Wilkins, the 
very talented author of Civilization, &c., 


whose sudden death has been so much re- 
gretted, I resolved to contribute my mite 
by going to the theatre—this resolution was 
greatly strengthened from the name of Mr. 
T. P. Cooke being among those who had 
volunteered their services on this traly 
charitable occasion. 

The name of Mr. T. P. Cooke, as long 
as I can remember, has been an‘ immense 
favourite with the public in all parts of 
ingland, and I have felt that were he to 
take his leave of the stage without my 
having witnessed him in one of his imper- 
sonations I should never forgive myself; 
his long and great reputation in the delinea- 
tion of the British sailor having inspired me 
with an unquenchable desire to see him, 
and I was therefore glad that thus an oppor- 
tunity was afforded me and other frequenters 
of Sadler’s Wells Theatre—that temple of 
the real legitimate drama. The piece se- 
lected was Luke the Labourer, Mr. Cooke 
sustaining the part of Philip. I did not 
expect to see in Mr. Cooke, at his present 
age, all that I had heard of him in former 
years, but I must say that, in my opinion, 
even now, it would be utterly futile in any 
other actor on the stage to attempt to rival 





the free-hearted, rollicking, jolly manner of 
British Tar. . 

The applause throughout the representa- 
tion of the drama was almost deafening, and 
when this veteran actor (whose age I believe 
is approaching fourscore) commenced danc- 
ing the “sailor’s hornpipe” with all the 
freedom and elasticity of one a quarter that 
age, the excitement of the audience was 
raised to such a pitch that not a single note 
of the music could be heard from the 
moment Mr. Cooke commenced dancing 
until he had finished. Such was the en- 
thusiasm exemplified in the heartiest ap- 
plause I ever heard, from al) parts of the 
house. I had never previously seen Mr. 
Cooke, and should I never see him again 
I shall not forget his performance of Philip, 
the sailor, to the last day of my life. 

The other entertainments were capital, 
and altogether I passed a most delightful 
evening. I was much pleased to see a 
crowded house had collected together for so 
good an object. I am, Sir, 

Your obedt. servant, 

‘A frequenter of Sadler’s Wells Theatre.” 





THE CITY ELOCUTION CLASS. 
To the Editor of the Theatrical Journal, 


Dear Sir,—Fully confident of your willing- 
ness to assist rising aspirants of the Thes- 
pian art, and well knowing your influence 
on them through the pages of your much 
prized Journal, I beg to request the notice 
of an entertainment given by the members 
of the above class last Monday fortnight, at 
Sussex Hall, Leadenhall Street, on which 
occasion the proceedings commenced with a 
scene from The Rivals, in which Mr. Norris, 
as Acres, was unsurpassable ; Mr. Brodribb, 
as Captain Absolute; and Mr. Dyall, as Sir 
Anthony, played their parts with a very in- 
telligent tact, and with great credit to their 
teacher, Mr. Thomas; after which a few 
recitations were given, followed by that 
ctever production of Mr, Bayle Bernard 
The Practical Man, in which Mr. Thomas, 
(a gentleman of undoubted ability in light 
comedy), kept the audience in one unceas- 
ing round of laughter and applause. Mr. 
Fisher was very natural as Rockstone, and 
Mrs. Stevenson, as Mrs, Mildmay, shewed 
some amount of knowledge in her line; 
this was followed by one or two more reci- 


him ; so true to nature was his portrayal of | tations, including the * The Last Days of 
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Herculaneum,” given in a style worthy the 


talented powers of so young a Roscius as 
Mr. Broderibb. The whole concluded 
with the farce called the Wandering Minstrel, 
the character of Jem Baggs being played 
by Mr. Norris, and here we must say—out 
of justice to that gentleman—that we never 
saw any amateur to excel him in low comedy 
—his originality of conception—his clever- 
ness in execution—his talented command of 
voice and general superior order of intelli- 
gence and adaptation, must call forth the 
admiration of his hearers. 

The entertainment closed amidst loud 
applause and expressions of general satis- 
faction. Wishing this valuable class every 
success I remain, your’s sincerely, 

Tuomas Wm. Cooper. 


PROVINCIALS., 








Macc iesririp—THEATRE Royat.—On Friday 
s’nnight, we had the theatre re-opened for one 
night by the Thespian Amateurs, when they 
brought forward the historical drama of the§Sea 
King’s Vow, in astyle that completely eclipsed 
all previous efforts, either by this"or any other 
company of Amateurs in Macclesfield. The 
dresses were nearly all new, the” banners and 
shield which were very numerous, were the most 
beautiful we ever had the pleasure of witnessing, 
they were painted by a risin oung artist of the 
town, in a skilful manner. The military"evolu- 
tions of the female warriors had apparently, re- 
ceived the utmost attention of the conductors of 
the performance, from the style in which they 
were executed. The processions were also man- 
aged with great ability, altogether, the whole 
mise en scene, reflected the greatest credit on all 
engaged in it. Hereward was personated by 
Mr. Young, in his usual careful manner, it is, 
we think, his best character, he was loudly ap- 

lauded. Eva was ably represented by Miss 

ees, She, along with her lover (Hereward), com- 
pletely enchained the attention of the audienne, 
from first to last, they were vociferously called 
for at its conclusion, to receive the hearty and 
enthusiastic plaudits of an admiring audience. 
We must not forget Mr. Oldfield, in the part of 
Eric, or Mr. Boyle, as the veteran warrior Rollo, 
both are entitled to praise. Mr. Whelan, with 
his co-mate (Mr. Wilson), kept the features of 
the audience in a relaxed state throughout the 
piece. ‘The subordinate part of Mercia was 
done ample justice to by Mr. Mottram. As Mr. 
Atkin was not perfectly up in his part, owing to 
other business, we could not judge of his ability 
in the part of Thorgill. iss Howard went 
through the little part of Maud, in a very res- 
pectable manner, she also sang very sweetly, that 
pretty air “ Come dwell with me,” she was de- 
servedly applauded, All the minor characters 
were aeted very creditably. The principals were 
recalled. Hw~ting A Turtle concluded one of the 








best Amateur Performances that has ever taken 
place in this town. ; 


Suerrretp.—Turatre Royar,—The Christ- 
mas pieces at this establishment, have been of an 
unusually attractive character. The Burlesque 
Extravaganza of the Fountain of Beauty has been 
played every night to crowded houses. It is got 
up in a manner which reflects great credit on all 
concemed. ‘The appointments and dresses are 
magnificent, the scenery is appropriate and well 
pai ted. The last scene in the first Act, the 
* Fountain of Beauty ”’ is particularly well man- 
aged, and on each representation, elicited the 
warm applause of the audience, who were evi- 
dently unprepared for the picturesque, and ad- 
mirably managed tableau. The acting of the 
principal characters was equal to the require- 
ments of the piece—Miss Josephine Manners as 
King Pretty, looked the character to perfection, 
and her singing was pleasing. Miss Fanny Ro- 
bertson, as the Princess Emerald, dressed well, 
and was amusing. Mr. Calbeam, as the Evil 
Geni, made a decided hit, his grotesque dancing 
was good, and his imitations of an actor, well 
known to the audiences of the theatre, most 
happy. ‘The other pieces during the week have 
been The Lear of Private Life, Love’s Sucrifice, 
and Venice Preserved, The Hunchback, and 
Richelieu, ‘The company has been strengthened 
by the addition of Mr. Diddear, and Mr. Moore-- 
house, who have appeared in the above pieces, 
ard are likely to establish themselves as favour- 
ites. 


MancuEsTER.—THEATRE Royat.—The panto- 
mime Little Red Riding Hood, has proved quite 
successful, and continues to draw very crowded 
houses. The scenery, Masks, and Costumes, 
are all very good, and do great credit to the vari- 
ous artists who have been engaged in the various 
departments, 


QureEn’s TuEatrE.—The Pantomime Koh-i. 
noor at this house, improves nightly, the machi- 
nery &c., works admirably. Paul Pietro, as 
Clown, and Mr, J. H. Dayne, as Pantaloon, are 
very good, and greatly amuse the Juveniles. 
There is, also, some very neat and graceful dan- 
cing by Miss M. Clarke, as Columbine, and Mr. 
George Teague, as Harlequin, and, altogether, 
we may pronounce this as being the most suc- 
cessful pantomime that has been produced for 
some years at this house. 

Carpirr.—Although the weather is extremely 
cold, our theatre has been well attended, a young 
lady, the name of Sedgwick, has appeared since 
the talented Mrs. Lewis, and has created quite a 
sensation. She is considered exceedingly clever, 
and is a great favourite. 

TueatRE Royat.—Worcester.—On Monday 
last, Damon and Pythias was played at this thea- 
tre by some amateurs. The house was miserabl 
attended, and the acting entirely beneath criti- 
cism. 

Briauton.—The Christmas performances at 
this theatre have met with very slight success. 

CoxcnesteR.—This theatre re-opened on 
Boxing night, with the Bohemians and the bur- 
lesque of Macbeth; the latter of which was so 





successful, that it has run all the week. The 
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other pieces have been, the Iron Chest, Old House 
at Home, Momentous Question, and Hamlet, in all 
of which, the following very talented members 
of this company ; ~_ of the best that has been 
for some years,) played with great spirit. Mr. 
Cobham, Mr. Hambleton and Mr. Nelson Steyne, 
Mrs, Maddocks and Miss Hambleton. Mr. Lin- 
der, as Macbeth, was truly great, and Mr. Steyne 
made quite a feature of his part in the Bohemians, 
which he played with great passion and feeling. 


OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX. 








On Saturday se’nnight, Mr. E. T. Smith, the 
lessee of Drury Lane, entertained a select party 
of friends in the Green Room. On the health 
of the worthy gentleman being drunk, he went 
into a lengthened statement of his future man-- 
agement, which appeared to meet with the entire 
satisfaction of his friends. So kind is this gen- 
tleman to the persons employed about the theatre, 
that four of the principal artisans, received at his 
hands, asilver snuff-box each, for their extra 
exertions in forwarding the scenery &c. of the 
pantomime. 


Tue Cabinet theatre has been opened for the 
performance of a company of living marionnettes, 
the Edouin Family, whose acting displays great 
talent and abilitles. We understand that they 
are about to give morning performances at the 
West End, where we hope they will meet with 
the support they deserve. 


Gosnett’s NEw Rovte rrom IRELAND TO 
AMERICA, IN THREE-AND-A-HALF DAYS.—During 
the last week, we visited a Panorama, bearing 
the above title, at the Hungerford Hall, Strand, 
the object of which is to promote Emigration 
amongst the working class, and in this, he is 
likely to succeed, as his views are authentic and 
painted in a first class style. The Lecture, which 
is delivered by Doctor Sexton, who, from his 
long experience in lecturing, is quite competent 
to fulfil his duty. ‘The whole is rendered very 
amusing by Mr. F. A. Gosnell, who sings some 
very appropriate songs in a lively manner. We 
will give a more full detail in our next weck’s 
Journal, as our space is, at present, limited, 
owing to the Pantomimes, but should any person 
hesitate in going, until they see our notice, we 
should persuade them, to make up their minds 
at once, and not lose the chance of going yo Ame- 
rica for one shilling. 

Mr. H. Berry is playing a round of Shak- 
sperian characters at the Richmond Theatre, to 
good houses. 

Mrs. Warner is still in a sinking state, and 
there is no hopes of her recovery. 

Tur lessee of Drury Lane, Mr. E. T. Smith, 
is engaging an operatic company of all the lead- 
ing talent available. 

Tue late equestrian company from Drury Lane 
are playing at Birmingham with extraordinary 
success. 

A private dramatic entertainmnnt was given 
by the Noble Marquis of Drogheda, the pieces 
represented were Comfortable Lodgings and 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 
O AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—THE MULTUM 
IN PARVO, 29, RarHBone PLace, OxForD STREET. 
The above elegant private theatre, having been entirely 
re-modeled, is now replete with every convenience necessary 
for the practice of the Dramatic Art, including scenery, 
properties, dresses, &c., and may be hired by the night or 
otherwise, at extremely moderate terms, on application to 
Mr. Jounavx, proprietor, 29, Rathbone Place, Oxford-st 
N B.—Lessons on Elocution aud Stage Art on equally 
moderate terms. 


HESTAGE! CABINET THEATRE, LIVERPOOL 
J Street, Kine’s Cross.—Ladies or Gentlemen de- 
sirous of practice in the Histrionic Art either as an amuse- 
ment or with a view of ultimately adopting the stage as a 
profession, will meet with every facility at the above Thea- 
tre, which is replete with all conveniences for the perform- 
ance of the legitimate drama. Subscriptions. 5s. per 
quarter. Pupils prepared for the Stage upon moderate 
terms. Open every evening from 8 until 10 o’olock. An 
ELOCUTION CLASS fs now being formed, and will meet 
tegularly one evening in the week. Ladies: incur no ad- 
ditional expense beyond finding their dresses, and the 
Quarterly Subscription. The manager has the exclusive 
distribution of the female characters. and is to be applied 
to by the Tyro desirous of practice. Casts of character in 
Othello, The Merchant of Venice, Lady of Lyons, Civiliza- 
tion, &ec., partially filled, are to be seen on application. 
The house, capable of containing 300 persons, may be taken 
by non-member-, Clubs, &c., for the sum of £5 5s for each 
performance. not exceeding acts, including band, dresses, 
and every expense, excepting printing, but no charge for 
admission can legally be made. 
ASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. This 
J magnificently re-decorated Suite of Rooms is OPEN 
EVERY EVENING, and comprises the largest and best 
Bali Room in London, Splendid Subscription Room most 
elegantly furnished. Extensive Galleries, with Cigar Divan, 
and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, Coffee, 
and Refreshment Rooms, fitted up ina superior style. 153 
immense and costly Mirrors reflect the decorations at all 
points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps, presents a coup 
d’eii of unparelleled splendour, luxury, elegance, and 
refinement Mr. W.M. Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly selections from “‘ LaSonnambula,” * Lucia de 
Lammermoor,” * Les Huguenots,” ‘ Puritani,” &c. And 
a grand Christmas programme of Dance Music, including’ 
the ‘*Clown’s,” ‘ Distribution,” ‘ Sultan,” Osborne’, 
and “Nice Young Maidens’” Qudrilles. The * Violante’, 
and “ Princess Mary’s” Waltzes. The “ British Queen,’ 
“Cadogan,” and “Gold Nugget” Polkes. The  Con- 
stance” and “Koh-i-noor” Galops, &c. Doors open at 
Eight o’clock and close at Twelve. Admission 1s. 








HE MOST INTERESTING GROUP EVER MODEL, 

. LED.—Their Royal Highnesses the Prince of Wales, 
Prince Alfred, the Princess Royal, the Princess Alice, 
Princess Helena, Princess Louisa, and Prince Arthur, 
which has been honour.d with the highest encomiums.— 
Madame TUSSAUD and SONS—Exhibition, Bazaar, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. Admission 1s.: Napoleon 
Rooms, 6d. Open, Summer Season, from 11 till 10. Win- 
ter—11 to dusk; Evening, 7 till 10 at Night. 





R. HOSKINS continues to give LESSONS in the Art 

of PUBLIC SPEAKING, and also in preparing 

Ladies and Gentlemen for the Dramatic Profession. Ap- 

plications to be made at his residence, 24, Myddleton- square. 
References to Pupils. Terms Moderate. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Three Months ...........-s0+-e008 One Shilling. 

Six Months ...... . Two Shillings. 

Twelve Months..................... FourShillings. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon at 4 o’clock by 

G. J. Baynes, 113, Fleet Street. for the Proprietor, W. Bes- 
tow, 19, Upper Cummings St., Pentonville, where all 
communications are to be sent; and Sold by Vickers, 
Holywell-street ; J. Allen, Warwick-lane; Harris, Black, 
friar’s road; Gilbert, Paternoster Rcw; Shaw and Wilson- 
7, Bridges Street, Covent Garden; andall Booksellers and 
Newsvendors. 


London: Printed by H. M. Pouuett, 35 & 36, Alder- 
manbury, in the City of London.—January 4th, 1853. 
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